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Each year, my family and I summered in the 1000 Islands with our boat. We
discovered many of the beautiful cottages, history of the nooks and crannies of the
river, like many of the visitors still do today.

Being new (newer) to the area, I have now had the chance to learn about the
history and local points of interest that are on land. The Larue “Lost Treasure”, the
stone bridge in Lyndhurst (reputed to be Ontario’s oldest surviving stone bridge)
and Charleston Lake, the largest body of water in Leeds County. I recently saw an
ad in the Gananoque Reporter promoting star gazing at Charleston Lake Provincial
Park. What an interesting program to have in our area.

The 1000 Islands Gananoque Chamber of Commerce is always looking for ways
to make this area more marketable. These tidbits of information are a good way to
promote Gananoque and the 1000 Islands to potential visitors. Please contact me if
you know of any other interesting local history or points of interest. I can be
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reached by email at alicia@tgyinc.com.

~ Alicia Vandine, president

The 1000 Islands Gananoque Chamber of Commerce
plans to mix business with pleasure this fall at the
52nd annual awards dinner.

The dinner is set for success November 16, 2007. The
event recognizes individual and business achievement
as well as community involvement. Awards are given
on a nomination and voting basis, with anyone able to
nominate fellow chamber members for awards. Put
your thinking caps on during this month and look for
the nomination form with the September newsletter.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available for the
awards dinner. If you would like to provide sponsor-
ship contact the chamber office by August 15. There
are four levels of sponsorship available.

Table Sponsors are $1,000 and receive six tickets to
the event with reserved seating. Table Sponsors also
get their corporate and site logo on the following adver-
tising formats: website listing, formal evening agenda
and appropriate signage at the table.

Award Sponsors are $1,500 and receive eight tickets
to the event with reserve seating. Corporate and site
logos appear in print ads, email noticed, website list-
ings, formal evening agendas and nomination forms.
Award Sponsors also receive recognition from the po-
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dium. Adoption of the award to be presented by your
corporate designate and a photo with the recipient is
published on our website. Signage is also at the table.

Gold Level Sponsors are $2,500 and receive 10 tick-
ets to the event with reserved seating. Gold sponsors
get a corporate and site logo on print ads, email no-
tices, website listings, the formal evening agenda and
nomination forms. They also receive recognition from
the podium and Adoption of the Award is presented by
the corporate designate. A photo with the recipient to
be published on the website and signage at the table is
also included for gold sponsors.

Platinum Level Sponsors are $5,000 and receive 20
tickets to the event with reserved seating. Platinum
sponsors get a corporate and site logo on print ads,
email notices, website listings, the formal evening
agenda and nomination forms. They also receive recog-
nition from the podium and Adoption of the Award is
presented by the corporate designate. A photo with the
recipient to be published on the website and signage at
the table is also included for platinum sponsors.

These opportunities allow for increased awareness of
your business and guarantee participation for your
organization at the event.
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1000 Islands Gananoque
Chamber of Commerce

Membership Night
September 10, 2007

5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Visitor’s Services Centre,
10 King St. East in Gananoque

Reps from ESSO, Manley Insurance,
TD Canada Trust, Grand & Toy,
ASAP Cheques and Bell will be there
to answer questions about our
MEMBER BENEFITS.

Sign on for 2007-2008
and get the early bird
member discount!
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Take a look at the year past and get a sense of where we’re headed for
the upcoming year. The 1000 Islands Gananoque Chamber of Com-
merce’s Annual General Meeting is set for October 18, 2007. It will be
held at the Arthur Child Heritage Museum, 125 Water Street in Ga-
nanoque. Starting at 5 p.m., the agenda includes an overview of the
2006-2007 fiscal year, bylaw reports, financial reports and the election of
directors. If you are interested in serving on the chamber’s board of di-
rectors or on a committee, please join the meeting to put your name for-
ward. For more info call Bonnie at 613-382-7744 or email
info@1000islandschamber.com. Don'’t forget to mark your calendars and
plan to attend the AGM!
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The 2007 Leeds Grenville International Plowing
Match and Country Festival is drawing near. The
match is being held September 18 to 22. The IPM will
showcase Leeds Grenville’s dynamic agricultural in-
dustry, including farm machinery and ways to en-
hance country living, along with competitive plowing.
Experience agriculture in the past and future, food,
entertainment, and fun for the whole family.

The 1000 Islands Gananoque Chamber of Commerce
will be a part of the tented city, which offers 500 ex-
hibitor spaces with 2000 RVs parked in the adjacent
lot. There are still volunteer opportunities available to
help man our exhibit space during the IPM.
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Are you receiving any feedback from the survey we
sent out last month? The 1000 Islands Gananoque
Chamber of Commerce recently created an exit survey
aimed at garnering response from visitors to the 1000
Islands community. The survey is a direct result of
preliminary recommendations from the Premier
Ranked Tourism Destination Project which is currently
wrapping up. The survey is now available and the
chamber encourages businesses to involve their clien-
tele in filling it out. It will eventually give us an indica-
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Looking for a unique advertising opportu-
nity across the border? Recently one of our
members was contacted by WCNY, Central
New York’s public broadcasting channel.
The station is looking for participation in
their 13th annual Travel Auction, airing Jan. 11 to 13
and 18 to 19, 2008. The television production is aired
during prime time to an estimated audience of
500,000.

They are looking for participants to donate a three or
more night stay at a facility (minimum value $200). In
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The 1000 Islands Gananoque Chamber of Commerce
will be drumming up new members and looking to re-
new former memberships for the 2007-2008 fiscal year
starting in mid-August. Our year here culminates at
the end of September.

The chamber has developed a new membership pack-
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We'll be located in the tourism tent, a popular spot for
people to come and check out what the area has to
offer. Call Bonnie at 613-382-7744 to find out more
information if you are interested.

Located in Rideau Lakes Township, at Crosby, at the
intersections of Highway 15 and County Road 42, the
match is taking place on the property of Chantland
and the neighbouring farms. The IPM will attract
more than 80,000 visitors and will be staged by about
2,000 volunteers sitting on more than 50 teams. The
match will cost about $3 million to stage but will
leave an economic impact of more than $20 million in
our region.

tion of the level of satisfaction and service, businesses
in the town and township provide.

We sent out a copy to our members over email last
month, but please feel free to contact us if you have
not received a copy to distribute. If you have surveys
filled out, don’t forget to drop them off with Bonnie or
Rosanne at the chamber office at 10 King Street East
is Gananoque. We’re looking forward to compiling the
feedback.
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i f return, they will create a videotaped promo-
tional spot of your property from your photos
and brochures. The spot will include a pro-
fessionally-voiced script describing your
property.

In addition to the on-air broadcast, the station plans
to launch an online component as well. Contact Sara
Strong, Auction Manager at 315-453-2424 for more
information or email her at sara_strong@wcny.org. The
early bird deadline is September 15, 2007 for a chance
to win $500 in print promotion in their magazine.

age to give to businesses interested in joining or re-
newing their applications.

Keep an eye out for advertising savings now available
at the time of membership sign up! Don’t forget about
our early-bird membership night September 10. See
page 2 for more information.

Page 3



) )

Businesses in Ontario stop short of recommending that the government step in to control the high Canadian
dollar, despite the fact that many are feeling the squeeze of the strong currency. That, according to a survey of
members by the Ontario Chamber of Commerce.

Forty-one percent of survey respondents report that a strong Canadian dollar has had a negative impact on
their business. Industrial and Manufacturing industries have overwhelmingly reported a negative impact (79%)
with Agricultural industries close behind (77%). Negative impacts have also been heavily reported in the Auto-
motive sector (65%), Tourism, Accommodation and Recreation (64%), Trade and Export (63%) and Transporta-
tion (62%).

These companies reported having to make substantial corrections to their business strategies including cutting
jobs (18%), reducing inventory (13%) and changing marketing strategies and export markets (11%).

On the other hand, a quarter of those surveyed reported the high dollar was positively impacting their business
and enabling them to take advantage of increased sales, cheaper imports and cheaper financing.

But while the strength of the Canadian dollar is affecting them differently, most businesses are content to allow
market forces prevail in concert with a prudent monetary policy of the Bank of Canada.

Survey respondents throughout Ontario also consistently recommend:

¢ that the government take advantage of the exchange rate to pay down foreign debt while encouraging com-
panies to reorient their export markets and invest in new technology and equipment and improve productivity;

¢ that governments review their fiscal policies in order to “level the playing field” with competing jurisdic-
tions;

* and that Ottawa promote competition and open trade and ensure that NAFTA is observed by all signatory
parties.

The OCC conducted a members’ survey on the effect of a strengthening Canadian dollar from June 14, 2007 to
June 21, 2007. 570 respondents from across Ontario participated. The survey is accurate 19 times out of 20,
with a plus/minus margin of 4.1%.
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On July 5, the federal government announced a substantial investment to boost Canada’s production of biofu-
els. Under ecoENERGY for Biofuels, the government will provide up to $1.5 billion in the form of incentives over
nine years to producers of renewable alternatives to gasoline and diesel fuel.

A recently approved OCC policy calls on both the provincial government and federal government to immediately
establish incentives to secure a diverse and adequate supply of fuel, capable of stimulating the domestic econ-
omy. Last December, the federal government announced a new regulation requiring a five per cent average re-
newable content in gasoline by 2010. At that time, the government also signalled its intention to develop a
similar requirement of two per cent renewable content for diesel and heating oil by 2012.

Close to three billion litres of renewable fuels will be needed annually to meet the requirements of the new
regulations. Canadian production in 2006 was only about 400 million litres, so the expansion will represent a
tremendous economic opportunity for the country’s 61,000 grain and oilseeds producers.

The OCC will advocate that the government undertake sound analysis of the environmental, economic and so-
cial impact in order to decide whether it is advisable to increase the proportion of biofuels in relation to conven-
tional fuels.

For more information on the OCC renewable fuel policy please contact Svetlana Diomin, Senior Policy Analyst,
416-482-5222 ext. 238 or svetlanadiomin@occ.on.ca

Articles courtesy of the Ontario Chamber of Commerce
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